Southern Sierra IRWMP Update

7 – Economically Distressed Areas
Figure 6.1 shows the areas within the Southern Sierra Region that are classified as Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) or Economically Distressed Areas (EDAs) by the State of California.
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Figure 6.1 - Disadvantaged Communities and Economically Distressed Areas in the Southern Sierra Region

The primary data sources for the DAC determination were the Disadvantaged Community Place, Tract and Block Group shapefiles downloaded from the Disadvantaged Communities Mapping Tool established by DWR.   Similarly, the DWR EDA Mapping Tool web page was used to indicate which block groups were considered Economically Distressed. Care was taken to confirm that the newly identified EDA communities met the combinations of criteria for income, total population, and unemployment (EDD). Geographic areas were included in our counts if they met either the DAC or EDA criteria. DACs identified at the block group, tract and place levels were all combined as they did not overlap geographically (preventing double counting). Finally, the population estimates for DACs/EDAs were compared to those for the entire SSIRWMP boundary to obtain a percentage of approximately 50%.
Some large areas in the region (white areas in the map) are not classified as DACs or EDAs, but these are primarily National Park and National Forest lands that have very low population density.
The DACs and EDAs cover areas with a total population of 16,084. This represents 50.2% of the permanent regional population of 32,040.  These areas will be targets in outreach efforts as part of the Planning Grant. The Region has a relatively low permanent population due to its rural and mountainous nature, but does accommodate millions of seasonal and part time visitors each year. 

The impact on the required cost share for a Planning Grant is shown below:

Required cost share = 50% x (1 – 50.2%) = 24.9%.  For simplicity, this is rounded to 25% in this application.

EDAs have been an integral part of the planning and implementation process. Springville, an EDA and DAC, represented by the Springville Public Utilities District has participated in the RWMG since its inception in 2008 and sponsored and proposed projects and provided essential information in the initial IRWMP. 
EDAs will continue to be an integral part of planning and the RWMG seeks to improve project implementation in EDAs in the Region. Supporting and planning projects and adapting to drought and climate in EDAs will be a major focus of the IRWMP update proposed herein. EDAs are a relatively new classification under Proposition 1. The RWMG seeks to identify specific planning and project needs in these communities and participate in the Tulare Lake and Mountain Counties Overlay DAC/EDA efforts. The RWMG participates in both efforts and will apply information learned since 2008 about the needs in these communities as well as apply information from other DAC-active groups such as the Inyo-Mono RMWG’s DAC work. 
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