Southern Sierra Regional Water Management Group 

Tiered List of New and On-going 
Implementation Projects  
· 2017 -
	TIER 1 PROJECTS

	Project Category
	Project 
Title
	Project Proponent
	Project Description
	Project Status

	Studies
	

	 
	Spring wetlands/water supply study
	Sierra Club – Kern-Kaweah Chapter
	Understand the role of springs in water supply, quality, climate and drought, and how improvement work impacts wetland function, response to climate and drought.
	In development

	
	Water Supply and Water Quality Study in the Southern Sierra Fractured Bedrock Aquifer
	SSRWMG/DWR
	A study that will determine the availability of water in the fractured rock system - hydrologic capacity in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers (complete), Springville, Posey, and White River communities. Provide a uniform approach to data collection and analysis, methodology, results and recommendations. Monitor wells for quality and quantity in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River communities. Compile all data sets on one table, e.g. nitrates, radon, Uranium, salts etc.
	Complete, incorporated into the Three Rivers Community Plan Update/EIR

	Restoration and other Projects
	

	
	Mill Flat Creek Project
	USFS - Sequoia
	Decommission roads, restore riparian areas and fisheries 
	

	
	
	USFS Sequoia National Forest
	Replacing a bridge and associated wetland enhancement in the Kern River Watershed
	Funding applied for under the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

	
	Cahoon Meadow Restoration
	Sequoia National Park
	Restoring a montane meadow with a large gully in the Kaweah Watershed.
	Design/NEPA phase.

	
	Improving water supply and quality in the Kaweah River Watershed with the Goliath Prescribed Fire
	Sequoia National Park
	
	Project completed with appropriations funding. 

	
	Restoring wetlands and riparian areas at Circle J Norris Ranch
	Tulare County Office of Education.
	Restoring riparian areas, creating wetland habitat, enhancing water quality, monitoring of flora and fauna. 
	Project in progress with US Fish and Wildlife and NRCS funding. 

	
	Enhancing water supply and water quality in the Kings River Watershed –restoring three meadows on Sierra National Forest
	Sierra National Forest
	Restoration and permitting for three head-cut and eroding meadows. 
	Studies and design complete. Seeking NFWF funding. 

	Tribal
	Big Sandy Rancheria Leech Field/Pipeline Project
	Big Sandy Rancheria
	Installing a leech field and potentially a pipeline in the BSR
	In progress with Prop 1 technical assistance and implementation. 

	Other Tier 1 projects are already underway. See Current Projects. 
	


	TIER 2 PROJECTS

	Project Category
	Project 
Title
	Project Proponent
	Project Description
	Project Status

	Studies
	

	 
	Springville PUD Purple Pipe Project Design and Permitting
	Springville PUD
	SDAC project collecting treated water and utilizing it for landscaping in the PUD area. 
	

	 
	Modelling Hydrologic Capacity with drought and climate change 
	 UC Merced/PSW Research Station
	A modeling exercise to evaluate whether forest fuel reduction and/or restoration activities result in an increase or no change in water yield from small watersheds. Data to parameterize model(s) is available from KREW. The thinning and burning treatments are ongoing and can provide data to verify model results in the next 1-2 years. UC Merced is already in the process of parameterizing one model with KREW data. Forest Service would supply data but there would be a cost for modeling. Quantifies positive and negative effects to stream ecosystems from forest restoration and fuels reduction activities at the watershed scale. It focuses on water yield and water quality in headwater streams of the Kings River watershed and would contribute to the continuation of data collection and analyses that have been ongoing for 10 years.
	

	
	Understanding Landslide, Debris Flows and Flood Risks in the Southern Sierra 
	?
	
	

	
	SCADA System monitoring wells
	Sierra RCD
	An automated water monitoring system in Auberry 
	Needs funding

	
	Little/Big Dry Creeks Water Quality, Flood Control and Supply Project
	Sierra RCD
	Focused studies for flood control, salmonid restoration, water quality and supply.
	Needs funding

	
	
	
	
	

	Plans
	

	 
	 
	 USFS Sequoia National Forest
	Prioritize meadows for restoration on the Sierra, Sequoia, Inyo national forests, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
	Completed. 

	Tribal Projects
	

	 
	Tule River Tribe water supply needs 
	 
	Tule River Indian Reservation has identified a need for a reliable supply of water. It has negotiated its water rights and taken steps to implement water supply solutions including the potential for a new dam or other impoundments of surface water. 
	

	Restoration and Other Projects
	

	
	Improving water supply and reduce flooding risk with Aundo donax removal in the Kaweah and Tule River watersheds
	Sequoia Riverlands Trust
	Invasive Species:  remove tamarisk, Arundo donax, along the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River
	

	 
	 
	Sequoia Riverlands Trust
	Watershed protection through protection from development, by voluntary conservation easement especially in the Tule River Watershed, Deer Creek the Kaweah River, Kings River and other flood prone areas in order to protect water quality
	

	
	
	Mountain Aire Water Company
	Replacing water supply tank and associated infrastructure. 
	In development

	 
	Osa Meadow, Kern Plateau/Kern River Watershed
Project 
	 
	This proposed project would restore approximately 80 acres of meadow through restoration of Osa Meadow. 
	


	TIER 3 PROJECTS

	Project Category
	Project Title
	Project Proponent
	Project Description
	Project Status

	Best Management Practices
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs for residential pesticide use in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River communities.
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs and educational materials for septic tank maintenance in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers (has an existing program and information), Springville, Posey, and White River communities
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs regarding fire clearance in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River communities
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs for flood control and flood management/riparian management along the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs regarding preventing sedimentation and erosion in headwaters in the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River watersheds
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs regarding well maintenance and monitoring in Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River communities
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs to promote grazing practices, cattle ponds and riparian areas along San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River
	

	 
	 
	 
	BMPs to identify land use to minimize environmental impact (cluster development) Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River communities
	

	Plans
	

	 
	 
	 
	Watershed management plans in the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River watersheds
	

	 
	 
	 
	Studies and plans to prioritize oak woodland sites for protection in the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River watersheds
	

	Demonstration Projects
	

	 
	 
	 
	Meadow restoration – has been complete at Big Meadows and multiple locations on the Sierra National Forest
	

	 
	 
	 
	Fuel management for fire safety and water production
	

	 
	 
	 
	Invasive species removal (Arundo, Tamarisk, Scarlet Wisteria) along the San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kaweah River, Tule River, Deer Creek, White River and Kern River
	

	 
	 
	 
	Total exclusion of development from certain sensitive watersheds such as Deer Creek, White River
	

	 
	 
	 
	Flood control projects (floodplain, etc.) that have multiple benefits (habitat, water quality, groundwater recharge etc.);
	

	 
	 
	 
	More detailed vegetation mapping throughout the region
	

	 
	 
	 
	Integrated strategies for increasing water supply in Shaver Lake, Auberry, Prather, Squaw Valley, Dunlap, Badger, Three Rivers, Springville, Posey, and White River
	

	 
	 
	 
	Native plants (fire resistant/drought tolerant) in public and private landscaping 
	

	 
	 
	 
	Riparian protection through fencing, grazing rotation, additional water distribution systems. 
	


