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TDS total dissolved solids

TLB Tulare Lake Basin

TMDL total maximum daily load

TMF technical, managerial and financial
USACE United Stated Army Corps of Engineers
USBR United States Bureau of Reclamation
USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USDI United Stated Department of the Interior
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency
USFS United States Forest Service

USGS United States Geological Survey

UWMP Urban Water Management Plan

VA Vulnerability Assessment

VOC volatile organic compound

WDL Water Data Library

WWTF Waste Water Treatment Facility



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction (Chapter 1)

The Southern Sierra Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) is the first
truly regional effort to address water management in the Southern Sierra Region
(Region). The contents of this IRWMP represent a culmination of the planning activities
from 2008 to 2014. IRWMPs are prepared by Regional Water Management Groups
(RWMG) comprised of a collection of agencies, stakeholders and individuals who share
a common interest in managing water resources in a specific hydrologic region. This
IRWMP documents regional and local data, water-related issues, water-related
objectives, resource management strategies and collaborative efforts. The IRWMP was
developed with significant input from RWMG members and other interested
stakeholders.

Historically, water management in the Southern Sierra has been limited to independent
operations by local agencies, tribes, private well owners and non-profit organizations.
There has been limited coordination between these groups due to a lack of regional
coordination forums and regional entities. With the creation and establishment of the
RWMG, stakeholders have come together and the Region now has a vehicle to improve
communication, collaboration and cooperation on water management. Continuing
development in the foothills, limited groundwater supplies, droughts and the threat of
climate change call for immediate action to pool resources and begin regional water
management in the Southern Sierra.

The Southern Sierra IRWMP was developed through a collaborative process including
the RWMG members, interested stakeholders and the Department of Water Resources.
The State has established sixteen IRWMP standards (topics) that must be addressed.
Each of the sixteen IRWMP standards was individually discussed and they are
addressed in the fourteen chapters described below.

Governance (Chapter 2)

The Regional Water Management Group is governed
according to a Memorandum of Understanding | woieouws N e
(MOU) prepared in 2009. The Group includes 18 : f
members who have signed the MOU and 43 egional Water l
interested stakeholders who participate but have no “ -, Management |

Group /

voting rights. Dues are not required for membership.
The RWMG is supported by a Coordinating
Committee and various Work Groups who provide ‘ o
advice and input to the RWMG. Decisions are made .
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generally by the consensus of the MOU signatories who have voting rights. The
organizational structure provides balanced opportunities for stakeholder participation.

Region Description (Chapter 3)

The Southern Sierra Region covers approximately 6,195 square miles (3,964,800
acres) and includes the foothills and mountain headwater regions of the Kern, Poso,
White, Tule, Kaweah, Kings and San Joaquin River watersheds. These watersheds
cover the Sierra Nevada portion of Fresno and Tulare counties and a portion of Madera
County. The Region is considered appropriate as a RWMG since it has a strong
hydrologic basis with borders based on watershed boundaries and the Sierra Nevada
crest. The area covered by the Southern Sierra RWMG is coterminous with the area
covered by this IRWMP.

Ma,,pmm/\é;%\\ \ southemsiera | 1€ Region generally has abundant

// f; : Mono\Co

Regional Water

managementGroup | SUIface  water  supplies including
N Watershed bominnne | S€VErTal large rivers and scores of
e G man - [ comy creeks and streams. However, most of

é L it
§

AN e lW:'shdSW the surface water rights are held in
$ 3 Huntington : . t

§ L RC A S downstream areas of the Central

“ A A o Rvr Valley. Most of the local water users

1{ e N S rely on hard rock (typically granitic)

ot FatieeKinbs Rivers 5 R [ wells that have limited ability to hold

et Middle Ao, & [] wnite River and transmlt groundwater’ and typ|ca||y

i ™ | have low yields. The water budget is
not well understood in most of the
Region.

Over 75% of the land is administered
by State and Federal agencies,

N ia D primarily the US Forest Service and US

: A o il | Park Service. Most of the foothill areas

nge co. |\ rutae|co by o & § ) are privately owned and used for
K T L gcabmatusones & agriculture and ranching. The region

% \ White (R4 [ Salifornia Hot Springs .
! il 5 S T — only has a permanent population of
34,000, but over two million tourists

L}sabe\l:}ﬁ) )
— @} N visit the area each year which put
Oje‘/v\\ﬂ\\ m

/ demand on water supplies.

Miles

| SOUTHERN

SIERRA

The area includes many important ecological resources including vast wilderness areas,
forests, meadows, wetlands, aquatic species, Giant Sequoias and numerous special
status species. Important issues in the area include wildfires, limited groundwater
supplies, limited surface water rights, fish passage, forest management to increase
water yield, growth in foothill areas and the potential for climate change to exacerbate
all of these issues.
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The Southern Sierra RWMG abuts seven adjacent RWMGs and has coordinated with
these RWMGs on borders and identifying regional projects. The Southern Sierra
Region is unique in that it covers the headwaters supplying surface and groundwater to
vast areas of valley agricultural lands.

Goals and Objectives (Chapter 4)

The Regional Water Management Group developed
goals and measurable objectives through a
collaborative process including input from the MOU
signatories, Coordinating Committee, interested
stakeholders and the general public. Six broad goals
were identified including: Improve Water Supply
Management, Protect and Improve Water Quality,
Perform Integrated Flood Management, Improve
Watershed and Environmental Resource Management,
Expand  Stakeholder  Education and  Protect
Unique/Important Environmental Resources. Each
goal has several measurable objectives and metrics are provided for measuring the
success of each objective. The six goals are considered coequal, but the objectives
were ranked by importance through a stekeholder survey to provide focus and capture a
cross section of the group’s input.

-
AR
o
o
;' N
AR

Resource Management Strategies (Chapter 5)

A resource management strategy is a project, program
or policy that helps agencies manage their water and
land resources. This IRWMP evaluates 37 strategies !
identified in the 2013 California Water Plan Update, in -_'
addition to ‘Drought Planning’, a strategy added by the

RWMG. The strategies fall into eight broad categories:

Reduce Water Demand, Improve Operational Efficiency

and Transfers, Increase Water Supply, Improve Flood
Management, Improve Water Quality, Practice
Resources Stewardship, People and Water, and Other | ssiaion
Strategies. The evaluations include a description of
each strategy, current use and applicability in the e
Region and constraints to development. The Region

uses 33 of the 38 different strategies evaluated and has Pioias it s St
a diverse portfolio of relevant water management !
options. Grant Applicaion

Project Review Process (Chapter 6)

The RWMG has a project review process to solicit and approve projects for a formal
project list (Appendix G), and to rank potential projects for inclusion in grant
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applications. The project list is updated annually but projects can be submitted at any
time. A project must be compatible with the regional goals and objectives to be added
to the project list. Projects must be on the list to be considered for grant applications. A
formal process is established for reviewing projects proposed for IRWMP grant
applications that are funded as a whole, and not individually by project. The process
includes development of a pre-application and scoring each application according to
established criteria. Collective grant applications should begin this process at least 90-
days prior to final grant deadlines.

Impacts and Benefits of Plan Implementation (Chapter 7)

Historically, water management has been fragmented and generally performed only on
a local scale, with little regional cooperation. Regional water management can enhance
these local efforts, reduce conflicts and improve overall resource management. Some
problems, such as watershed restoration, can only be solved with regional cooperation.
A comprehensive list of benefits and impacts from implementing the 33 resource
management strategies were identified for the Southern Sierra Region and surrounding
IRWMP regions. The impact/benefit analysis can be used to evaluate projects,
establish goals and priorities and identify potentially adverse impacts from projects that
are often overlooked.

Plan Performance and Monitoring (Chapter 8)

The RWMG will prepare an annual report to document progress in meeting IRWMP
objectives, success in implementing projects, an updated project list, proposed
amendments to the IRWMP and changes in governance, policies and membership.
Guidelines are provided for project-specific monitoring plans on RWMG sponsored
projects. Numerous regional monitoring programs are active in the Southern Sierra and
are also described.

Data Management (Chapter 9)

The RWMG has identified several data needs in the Region including more detailed
information on groundwater, watershed management plans and better information on
water budgets. The RWMG does not have the resources to build or maintain databases
and relies heavily on several State and Federal databases for data storage. The
RWMG website will be the main portal for storing data collected and generated by the
RWMG (http://www.southernsierrarwmg.org/). A list of important water related data
sources is provided.

Financing (Chapter 10)
The RWMG needs funding for on-going operations, updating the IRWMP, preparing

grant applications, project development, project operation and maintenance, and local
cost share for grant applications. The RWMG does not require member dues and has
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operated on grant funding and in-kind professional services from members and
interested stakeholders. A detailed list of potential funding programs and agencies is
provided.

Technical Analysis (Chapter 11)

Due to the nature of the IRWM process the RWMG was not able to fund significant new
studies to support the process, and relied largely on existing studies, reports and data
sets. A summary table of this information is presented in Chapter 11. The RWMG felt
that potential effects from climate change were wide spread and significant enough that
the Geos Institute was retained to evaluate and down scale current models to the
Region. The DWR, through its technical assistance program, conducted a water supply
study for the community of Three Rivers at the request of the RWMG. The RWMG is
hopeful that this study will serve as a model for other studies in other portions of the
Region as funding becomes available.

Relation to Local Land-use and Water Planning (Chapter 12)

Local agencies have their own water planning documents and land-use planning
documents that reflect their policies and goals. Both water and land-use planning
documents from the member and interested stakeholder agencies were reviewed and
inventoried. The RWMG was able to identify the relationship between local planning
documents and regional issues, regional water management goals and resource
management strategies. Existing gaps in the local plans were documented in a tabular
format. The dynamics between the water and land-use plans were also identified.
Finally, opportunities to enhance proactive collaboration between local land-use
planners and water managers were discussed.

Stakeholder Involvement (Chapter 13)

Stakeholder involvement is considered fundamental to

the success of the RWMG. A wide variety of public - s
outreach methods have been used to engage the general e -
public, agencies and organizations. The RWMG

provides equal opportunity for participation and most of Fa
the major stakeholders in the region are now participating

in the RWMG. Future outreach efforts will mimic past

efforts with goals directed towards continuous o
recruitment, education on regional issues and outreach

to disadvantaged communities.

Articles Email

Coordination and Integration (Chapter 14)

Coordination involves public outreach and facilitation efforts to bring stakeholders
together and working as a unified group. Integration is defined as combining separate
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pieces into an efficient unified effort. These two IRWMP standards are closely related
and were combined into a single chapter. The RWMG’s governance structure fosters
integration and coordination through the organizational structure, opportunities for
participation and a public outreach  program. The RWMG also
communicates/coordinates regularly with neighboring IRWMP groups and State DWR
staff.

Climate Change (Chapter 15)

Climate change is affecting California in many measurable ways - sea levels are rising,
snowpack is decreasing and water temperatures are increasing. All of these changes
are impacting our water resources now. Continuation of these trends has the potential
to significantly impact the sustainability of the State’s water supplies with serious
consequences in the State’s ability to meet ever-growing demand. Climate changes are
predicted to generate significant water resources and ecosystem vulnerabilities
including modified habitats, up-slope migration of flora and fauna, major shifts in fire
return intervals, severity and size of wildfires, increased variability in precipitation
patterns and river flows, rising temperatures and earlier or faster snowmelt.

The Geos Institute was retained by the RWMG to evaluate current models and prepare
a report addressing future trends, vulnerabilities and possible climatic conditions. The
RWMG also performed a climate change vulnerability assessment on water demands,
water supplies, water quality, flooding, ecosystems and habitat, and hydropower. The
Region supports ‘no-regret’ strategies to address climate change, which are strategies
that help to adapt to climate change, but also offer benefits if climate change does not
occur or is less severe than predicted.

Southern Sierra Regional Water Management Group

The Southern Sierra Regional Water Management Group is an open organization and
encourages participation from local water agencies, land-use agencies, industry
organizations, non-governmental organizations and individuals in the Southern Sierra
Region. The Regional Water Management Group meets every three months with
meetings alternating between Fresno and Visalia.

Please contact the RWMG if you have any questions about the IRWMP, or would like to
become a member or interested stakeholder. Contact information can be found on the
RWMG website at http://www.southernsierrarwmg.org/.

Funding for preparing this plan was provided in part by the California Department of
Water Resources through a Proposition 84 IRWM Planning Grant.

Prepared by: In cooperation with:

= .,
PROVOST& e Sequoia Riverlands Trust — #& oo, GEOS
PR]TC HARD Conserving California's Heartland ; , Consulting W NSTITOTE
inavaive sl o ot e

An Employee Owned Company
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Chapter 1 - INTRODUCTION

The Southern Sierra Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) is the first
truly regional effort to address water management in the Southern Sierra Region
(Region). The contents of this IRWMP represent a culmination of the Regional Water
Management Group’s (RWMG) planning activities. The RWMG formally began in April
2008 with initial funding from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and support and vision
from Sequoia Riverlands Trust and the Sierra Nevada Alliance.

Integrated Regional Water Management Plans are prepared by RWMGs comprised of a
collection of agencies, stakeholders and individuals who share a common interest in
managing water resources in a specific hydrologic region. The Southern Sierra RWMG
was developed to improve coordination and collaboration on regional water
management in the Southern Sierra Region, and the completion of this IRWMP is a
significant milestone for the RWMG. This IRWMP documents regional and local data,
issues, water-related objectives, resource management strategies and collaborative
efforts. The IRWMP was developed with significant input from RWMG members and
other interested stakeholders.

The idea of integrated regional water management first surfaced in the State of
California in Proposition 50, the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Act of 2002, which was passed by California voters in the November
2002 general election. This was followed by Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water,
Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act,
passed in 2006, which provided $1,000,000,000 for Integrated Regional Water
Management (IRWM) planning and implementation. In 2013, the RWMG secured a
Proposition 84 IRWM Planning Grant from the Department of Water Resources (DWR)
to prepare this IRWMP in compliance with State standards.

1.1 - Background

The Southern Sierra Region covers approximately 6,195 square miles (3,964,800
acres) and includes the foothills and mountain headwater regions of the Kern, Poso,
White, Tule, Kaweah, Kings and San Joaquin River watersheds (see Figure 1-1).
These watersheds cover the Sierra Nevada portion of Fresno and Tulare counties, and
a portion of the Sierra Nevada in Madera County. The Region is considered
appropriate as a RWMG since it has a strong hydrologic basis with borders based on
watershed boundaries and the Sierra Nevada crest. The area covered by the Southern
Sierra RWMG, which is analogous to the area covered by this IRWMP, will hereafter be
called the Southern Sierra Region or simply the Region.
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The Region has abundant surface water supplies including several large rivers and
scores of creeks and streams. However, most of the surface water rights are held in
downstream areas of the Central Valley. Most of the local water users rely on hard rock
(typically granitic) wells. These hard rock aquifers have limited ability to hold and
transmit groundwater, and the wells typically have low yields.

The Southern Sierra RWMG is comprised of 18 formal members (MOU Signatories) and
43 interested stakeholders (who participate but are not formal members and have no
voting rights).

The rural lands of the Region are managed by numerous entities including the United
States Forest Service (Sierra, Inyo, and Sequoia National Forests and Sequoia National
Monument), the National Park Service (Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks),
Native American Tribes (Tule River Indian Reservation, Big Sandy Rancheria, and Cold
Spring Rancherias), non-profit entities, special and public utility districts, and private
landowners. Section 3.2 includes a full list of members and interested stakeholders.
This diverse range of perspectives has been valuable in identifying a broad range of
water management strategies and project ideas.

The Southern Sierra RWMG abuts seven adjacent RWMGs as shown in Figure 1-2.
The various RWMGs have made efforts to coordinate their boundaries as much as
possible, and the Southern Sierra IRWMP only overlaps with the Madera and Upper
Kings IRWMPs in very small areas. The various IRWMP boundaries inevitably split
watersheds for the major rivers and streams. This was unavoidable due to the overall
size of the watersheds and the different boundary focus (watershed versus
jurisdictional) of different RWMGs. In general, RWMGs cover either mountain or valley
areas.
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For more general information on the Southern Sierra Region and the RWMG please
refer to Chapter 3 - Region Description and the RWMG website at
http://www.southernsierrarwmg.org/.

1.2 - Mission, Vision and Values of the Regional Water
Management Group

The Southern Sierra RWMG has developed a mission statement, vision statement and
list of cardinal values. These were developed with stakeholder input and are intended
to guide the RWMG through its efforts to improve water resources throughout the
Southern Sierra.

RWMG Mission

The mission of the RWMG is to provide a forum to discuss, plan and implement
creative, collaborative, regional, integrated water/natural resource/watershed
management actions that enhance the natural resources and human communities of the
Southern Sierra Region.

Regional Vision

The vision of the RWMG is that the Southern Sierra will have healthy, sustainable
watersheds, with vibrant economies, adequate water supplies, and sufficient capacity
to:

e Engage in collaborative processes;

e Obtain resources to address water and natural resource issues;

e Construct and implement plans and projects; and

e Resolve regional and local conflicts and issues in a consensus-based, voluntary

and non-regulatory manner.

RWMG Values

In order to realize its mission and regional vision in a transparent and inclusive manner,
the RWMG values the following as means to those ends:
e Stakeholder input, science and consensus as a basis for natural resource
decision-making;
¢ Inclusivity and transparency;
e Respect for private property rights;
e Respect for the public trust;
e Equity and fairness in resolution of water conflicts and in developing mutually
beneficial approaches and results;
¢ Integration of management entities, strategies and benefits;
e Coordination with adjacent regions; and
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e Sharing of data, information and knowledge in a variety of ways to meet the
needs of the stakeholders and the public at large.

1.3 - Purpose, Need and Common Understanding for the
IRWMP

Historically, water management in the Southern Sierra has been limited to independent
operations by local agencies, tribes, private well owners and non-profit organizations
involved with water resources. There has been limited coordination between these
groups due to a lack of regional coordination forums and regional entities. With the
creation and establishment of the RWMG, stakeholders have come together, and the
Region now has a vehicle to improve communication, collaboration, and cooperation; to
develop a consensus on the regional problems and solutions; and to resolve or
proactively avoid conflicts. The primary organizational goals of the RWMG include:

e Develop the first truly regional water management plan for the Southern Sierra;
o Identify water related vulnerabilities and deficiencies;

e Formally document policies, procedures and strategies for securing funding and
implementing projects in the Region;

e Engage stakeholders to obtain a broad cross section of input in a single
document;

e Qualify for certain state funding that requires an IRWMP developed according to
State standards;

e Create a comprehensive list of goals, objectives and proposed projects to guide
the Region’s future efforts; and

e Provide a roadmap to work together within the Region and surrounding regions
to further develop and manage the available water supplies.

The need for and value of the IRWMP is clear. Continuing development in the foothills,
communities struggling to maintain water supplies, limited groundwater supplies,
droughts, and the threat of climate change call for immediate action to pool resources
and begin regional water management in the Southern Sierra.

1.4 - IRWMP Development

The Southern Sierra IRWMP was developed through a collaborative process over the
past 6 years. A draft IRWMP was completed in 2013. Also, later in 2013, the RWMG
was awarded a Proposition 84 Planning Grant which was used to expand and update
the draft IRWMP to meet State IRWMP Standards (DWR, June 2014). The IRWMP
was also updated with in-kind professional services, which are contributions in the form
of time or expertise from RWMG members and interested stakeholders. The State has
established sixteen IRWMP standards for IRWMPs. Each of the sixteen IRWMP
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standards was individually discussed and chapters were written, reviewed, and
discussed individually to form a comprehensive IRWMP. The IRWMP was developed
through discussions at numerous RWMG, Coordinating Committee and outreach
meetings and special workshops.

The RWMG updated the IRWMP with assistance from Provost & Pritchard Consulting
Group, Sequoia Riverlands Trust, Kamansky’s Ecological Consulting, and the Geos
Institute. In addition, the California (Fresno) DWR sponsored professional facilitation
services that assisted with the formation of the RWMG, and development of final
IRWMP chapters.  With the help of the professional facilitator, each chapter was
individually reviewed and discussed through an open and transparent process. DWR
also conducted a Three Rivers Area Water Supply Study, which was funded under its
Technical Assistance program.

1.5 - Planning Horizon

The Department of Water Resources requires a planning horizon of at least 20 years for
IRWMPs. The planning and implementation horizon for the RWMG extends thirty
years, to approximately 2043-2045. However, many Southern Sierra discussions and
actions will be guided by a longer horizon of up to fifty years into the future.

1.6 - Organization of the Report

This IRWMP is organized according to the sixteen IRWM Plan Standards listed by the
Department of Water Resources in its 2014 Guidelines. Due to similarity of topics,
several pairs of IRWMP standards were combined into single chapters, including the
Coordination and Integration standards (Chapter 14), and the Relation to Local Land
Use Planning and Relation to Local Water Planning standards (Chapter 12). All other
standards are addressed in their own chapter. Table 1.1 includes a brief summary of
this report’s organization and descriptions of each chapter.

Table 1.1 - Report Organization and Summary of Chapters

Chapter Subject Description
ES Executive Summary A brief summary of the entire IRWMP Report.
1 Introduction Provides background information on the Southern Sierra Region,

the purpose and need for the IRWMP, and the organizational
structure of the RWMG.

2 Governance Describes the history of the IRWM process in the Region, the
formation of the RWMG, the existing governance structure and
decision making protocols, and the role of governance in
implementing the IRWMP.

3 Region Description Describes members and interested stakeholders, local
hydrology, geology, and physiography of the Region, the basis
for the IRWMP boundary, and the local water infrastructure.

4 Goals and Objectives Documents regional goals and objectives that were established
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to resolve identified issues. Includes results of a public survey to
rank each objective in terms of greater and lesser importance as
perceived by the member and interested stakeholders.

Presents over 30 Resource Management Strategies (RMS) that
the RWMG considers relevant in the Region, and describes their
applicability and potential use.

Describes the processes the RWMG will use to solicit and
review projects for inclusion on the project list, possible funding,
and inclusion in specific grant applications.

Discusses the general benefits of regional water management,
impacts and benefits of the adopted Resource Management
Strategies, the potential impacts and benefits of these strategies.

Identifies and describes several regional monitoring programs,
describes the RWMG'’s plan to monitor progress in meeting
IRWMP goals and implementing projects, presents reporting
procedures, responsibilities and guidelines for project-specific
monitoring, and discusses the content of annual RWMG reports.

Describes the RWMG’s existing data management operations
and future plans for data collection, storage, and dissemination.

Provides a general overview of existing and potential funding
sources for RWMG operations, IRWMP updates, regional
studies, grant application preparation, project implementation,
and project operation and maintenance.

Provides a compilation of the previously-published technical
analyses relied upon in the IRWMP.

Describes local water plans prepared by urban agencies,
counties, water agencies, and other special districts, and their
relationship to the IRWMP. Describes local land-use plans
prepared by the communities and the counties, their policies
related to water management, the compatibility of the water
management policies with the IRWMP, and possible future
collaborations between land-use planners and water managers.

Discusses past public outreach efforts, public outreach efforts
during the IRWMP update, and a plan for future public outreach.

Discusses the RWMG'’s efforts to coordinate projects and
activities with local agencies, stakeholders, neighboring IRWM
groups, state agencies, and federal agencies.

Includes anticipated impacts within the Region from climate
change, a vulnerability assessment for the Region, proposed
adaptation measures, plan for monitoring climate change, and a
process for evaluating greenhouse gas emissions in project
selection.

Lists the documents cited in the IRWMP.
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Chapter 2 - GOVERNANCE

2.1 - Introduction

This chapter discusses the governance structure for the Southern Sierra Regional
Water Management Group (RWMG). The RWMG is the governing body responsible for
implementing the Southern Sierra Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
(IRWMP). The RWMG functions under a strong governance structure that provides
equal opportunity for participation, enhances communications, and provides decision-
making protocols for the RWMG.

2.2 - Description of Regional Water Management Group

The RWMG was initiated through the actions of the Sequoia Riverlands Trust, Sierra
Nevada Alliance, and the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. The Sierra Nevada Conservancy
provided a grant to fund a launch phase of the planning process to identify
stakeholders, hold public meetings, construct a governance structure, and write a grant
application to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for funding to
prepare this IRWMP. The Sequoia Riverlands Trust accepted the role of grantee and
worked with the Sierra Nevada Alliance to identify stakeholders and organize meetings.

The early objective of the launch phase was to establish a group that could make
consensus-based decisions such as identifying and recommending RWMG boundaries
to DWR, developing and approving a governance structure, identifying and acquiring
funding mechanisms, and developing a public participation process. The initial planning
group adopted governance principles in 2009, which are documented in Appendix A —
Memorandum of Understanding.

The RWMG efforts were carried out with very limited fiscal resources from local and
regional sources, supplemented by a strong core of in-kind professional services
support from consultants and non-governmental organizations, and technical support
from state and federal agencies.

Definition of Regional Water Management Group

According to DWR, a regional water management group must include at least three
members with two that have statutory authority for water management. The Southern
Sierra RWMG has eighteen members and three with statutory authority over water
management, and therefore meets the definition of a regional water management
group. The three members with water management authority include: Sierra Resource
Conservation District, Springville Public Utilities District, and Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District.
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